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Open letter

Election of the President of the European Patent Office (EPO)

Dear Mr Battistelli,

The President of the EPO, Ms Alison Brimelow, announced recently that
she would not be seeking another term of office. We have learned that
eminent members of the Board of the Administrative Council (Article 28 of
the European Patent Convention) might apply for the resulting vacancy.
Such a situation has never arisen before in the EPO's history. It brings
with it the problem of a conflict of interests, particularly if those standing
for election are also involved in organising the selection of the new EPO
President.

We would therefore be grateful if you would clarify the procedure and the

composition of the selection board for the next President of the EPO. To

pre-empt any challenge to the outcome of the procedure, we see it as

essential to observe the convention that anyone holding an election in

which he or she is a candidate cannot be both the judge and the judged.

Moreover, in view of the competition between the candidates referred to

above for the post of President of the EPO, we believe it would be wise t0 gyropean patent office
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to keep the institutions of the European Patent Organisation functioning
properly until the new President is appointed.

Yours sincerely,
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Ansgar Wansing
Chairman
Central Staff Committee
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Giovanni Denicolai Peter Kempen
Chairman Chairman

The Hague Staff Committee Berlin Staff
Committee
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Edward Daintith Francois Basty
Chairman, Chairman,

Munich Staff Committee Vienna Staff Committee

ccC: Ms Alison Brimelow, President of the EPO
EPO staff

2/2



